At the end of June Lawrence had written: 'Unless
IJLwe are relieved quickly, say in ten or fifteen
days, we shall hardly be able to maintain our posi-
tion.' It was now the end of July and, thanks to his
preparations, not one of the enemy had crossed the
parapet nor had a yard of ground been yielded; on
the contrary, the defences now included ground that
had been neutral when the siege began. Retrench-
ments had been constructed in rear of the front line
defences to localise any successful assault, and
commutations from one post to another had been
improved by erecting traverses and screens, and
knocking holes in the walls of adjacent buildings so
that the way ran through instead of round them.
The heavy rains had damaged the defences and
hampered their repair, but on the other hand, the
drainage being good, some of the accumulated filth
had been washed away, while the water had filled
the enemy's trenches and soaked into their mines.
The troops were steadier now than they had been
at the opening of the siege. All the liquor in the
shops had been either disposed of or impounded by
the authorities, and there was no getting drunk on
the daily rations of rum and porter. The men were,
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